
Proposed Plastic Bag Ban 

 

Eugene City 

Council  

Work-Session 

 

July 23, 2012 

Ethan Nelson, Waste Prevention and Green Building Manager 

Stephanie Scafa, Zero Waste Analyst 

OR 



Council Work Session Request 

 

Should the City 

promote the use of 

reusable bags by 

prohibiting the use of 

single-use plastic bags 

by retail 

establishments? 

Plastic Bag Ban Discussion 



February 27, 2012 Motion 

Direct staff to develop an 

ordinance to promote use of 

reusable bags and ban plastic 

bags similar to model 

ordinance and conduct 

additional outreach and 

research. 
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Actions Since Last Meeting 

• Conducted outreach to Portland 

and Corvallis. 

• Developed revised ordinance. 

• Created project webpage. 

• Initiated on-line survey for consumers 

and retailers.  
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Public Input 

•Consumer Survey: 
– 9 questions 

– 2,076 responses 

 

•Retailer Survey:  
– 11 questions 

– 83 responses 
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Consumer Survey Analysis 

Plastic Bag Ban Discussion 



Consumer Survey Analysis 

Question:  

What is the #1 reason that 

prevents people from using and 

re-using a REUSABLE bag?  
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Consumer Survey Analysis 

What about recycling plastic 

bags?  

Plastic Bag Ban Discussion 



Survey Analysis 
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Retailer Survey Analysis 

Question:  
What impacts would a ban on 

single-use plastic carryout bags have 

on your business? 
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Survey Analysis 

Take-aways: 
 

• Consumers support a ban, but many 

forget their reusable bags 

• More bag recycling options needed 

• One third of business owners said a ban 

would have little or no effect on their 

business 
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Social Equity Concerns 

• Currently, cost for bags is imbedded in cost 

of the product. 

• Plastic bag bans will have increased 

impact to low-income residents. 

• Most municipal ban programs provide 

exemptions to the fee and/or provide no 

and low cost reusable bags to community 

members. 
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Option 1: Fee 

An ordinance that bans single-use 

plastic bags and includes a 

mandatory five-cent fee for 

single-use paper bags.  
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Option 2: No Fee 

An ordinance that bans single-use 

plastic bags and does not include 

a fee for single-use paper bags.    
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Corvallis Ordinance: Fee 

• Applies to all retail establishments, but not 

restaurants. 

• Targets plastic bags less than 2.25 mils thick. 

• Minimum five (5) cent fee for paper bags. 

• Enforcement is complaint driven and begins 

on January 1, 2013 for stores with 50 FTE or 

more and July 1, 2013 for stores with less than 

50 FTE.   
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Portland Ordinance: No Fee 

• Ordinance passed in July 2011 for retail 

stores with over $2M in annual sales or have 

over 10,000 sf of retail space and a 

pharmacy.   

• Targets plastic bags less than 2.25 mils thick. 

• No fee for paper bags. 

• Enforcement is complaint driven. 

• Conducting a program review after 1 year 

of experience (October 2012). 
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Council Options 

Plastic Bag Ban Discussion 

• Option 1:  Send the proposed (fee) and 

revised (no fee) ordinances to the 

September 17, 2012 Public Hearing 

(RECOMMENDED) 
 

• Option 2:  Send an ordinance with only 

one option (fee or no fee) to the 

September 17, 2012 Public Hearing. 
 

• Option 3:  Remove the discussion from the 

September 17, 2012 Public Hearing.   


